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Education in Abbotsford

Punjabi community prospective

PREET RAI - School Trustee, Board of Education, Abbotsford.

It was over a century ago, that our journey to Canada was started by our
forefathers from Punjab. They found work in farms and lumber mills.
They worked very hard, lived lonely lives. With the passage of time over
the next few decades, their spouses, off springs and other Punjabis also
started immigrating to Canada and started living with their families.

In the beginning language was a barrier, free mixing with the local residents
who were predomlnantly English speaking was difficult. However with the passage of time, assimilation of
English and local culture, language became that much easier. Much emphasis was put on educating the children.
Hard work gave an advantage in all fields, especially education. The succeeding generations have generally done
well in higher and professional education. As can be seen now that Punjabis are successful in a number of fields,
be it medicine, law, accounting and engineering, in addition to being successful business entrepreneurs in the
community.

The Sikh temple, whose centennial we are celebrating this year, continues to play a great role in the education
of our children. Over the years there are many contributions made by the Gurdwara, some of which are
holding Punjabi language classes, drug awareness sessions, and kirtan classes. Abbotsford’s Dasmesh Punjabi
School was housed in the temple for a number of years.

We, of Indian origin as many from other ethnicities, have come to Canada to improve our quality of life. It is,
therefore, important that we pay maximum attention to educate our children to their highest potential. We
should motivate and encourage the children to go for higher and professional education so that they attain
higher standards of living, making them productive citizens of society.

The Abbotsford School District is one of the fastest growing and most diverse communities in Canada. The
district is providing learners of all ages and abilities with a multitude of innovative programs and educational
support. Abbotsford School District has 47 schools, 31 elementary schools, 8 middle schools, 7 secondary
schools, a virtual school and an aboriginal education hub. There are over 18,000 students including over 4,500
students from Punjabi speaking families. There are over 2,000 full and part-time teaching and support staff. In a
global economy the education required for success is both infinite and varied. Therefore, the district is
committed to the concept of creating individualized pathways to graduation and trying to remove barriers to
student success. This is being done by parental involvement; investing in quality teaching; and providing
Abbotsford with quality leadership, administration and governance. All this in turn will equip our students for a
lifetime of respect, opportunity and innovation.

Of equal importance is the fact that we teach our children the Punjabi language, culture and heritage. These are
important aspects for the overall development of the next generations. In closing | would like to thank our
elders who went door to door to generate support for Punjabi to be taught as a second language. With their
dedication and support of the community Punjabi is taught in three elementary, one middle and one secondary
school, with ongoing effort to teach Punjabi language in other schools.
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Market Day, New Westminster, c. 1910. Farmers came from the

Fraser Valley each Friday moring to sell their good on Front Street.
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