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hovitage Sikh Templs

| am very happy to convey our heartiest congratulations to the sangat on the auspicious occasion of centennial
celebrations of the founding of Khalsa Diwan Society, Abbotsford, which is the only heritage temple in Canada. My
thoughts go back over a hundred years, when our forefathers set their feet on Canadian soil. It is their sheer hard work
and tenacity, which has made us proud and valuable citizens of Canada. Our Gurdwara Sahib is a shining example of
their forethought.

A chartered accountant from the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, | immigrated to the UK, in 1992, where
| worked for the Scottish Government. Immigrated to Canada in 1995 and have been working for the Government of
British Columbia since 1997. | have always taken a keen interest in community, social and cultural activities.

With help of the residents of Abbotsford, | was elected as a School Trustee for Abbotsford School District to serve
on the Board of Education in November, 2008. It is with the hard work of our elders that Punjabi is being taught at
Harry Sayers, Blue Jay and Dave Kandal Elementary, Eugene Reimer Middle and Rick Hansen Secondary. It is a credit
to the dedicated citizens that the School Board has added Punjabi as an introductory course to the course selection
forms in February 2011 for grade |1, in all secondary schools which will be implemented based on number of students.

My wife, Rapinder is a kindergarten and Punjabi language teacher at Harry Sayers Elementary School, Abbotsford. In
addition she also teaches Punjabi at Bluejay and Dave Kandal Elementary Schools. An active member of the community,
she has also been working with Punjabi immigrant families as facilitator for immigrant PALS program for over four
years.

We have three children. The eldest Amar is studying in University of Fraser Valley and Jasleen and Inder attend
Abbotsford Schools. My mother was also a teacher in India. My father retired as a Colonel from the Indian Army,
where his commendable services were recognized by the President of India by the grant of Vashist Seva Medal.

Not forgetting our roots, our family is doing their part for social
service in Punjab. The extended family has built a ten bed hospital in
the memory of my grandfather in our Village, Moranwali, District
Hoshiaspur. Our family organize medical camps, one for eyes and
other general Medical Camp each year in our village. We have also
contributed for the construction of four buildings in the memory of
our grandparents and great-grandparents in Lyallpur Khalsa College,
Jalandhar, an Administrative block and an Assembly Hall in
DoabaKhalsa Senior Secondary School, Jalandhar. In addition a
number of scholarships are being offered in the above educational
institutes by the family.
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