Panjabi people, are an Indo-Aryan linguistic group from South Asia. They are the second largest

ethnic group, out of the many different ethnic groups in South Asia. They originate fromthe Punjab
region, which has been host to some of the oldest civilizations in the world including one of the

world's first and oldest civilizations, the Indus Valley Civilization. The Punjabi identity was primarily

cultural and linguistic, with Punjabis being those who considered the Punjabi Language their first

language.[5] However, in recent times, the definition has been broadened to include emigrants of

Punjabi descent who maintain Punjabi cultural traditions, even when they no longer speak the

language.

Punjabis are primarily found in the Punjab region of India and Pakistan, which forms the present
Indian state of Punjab and Pakistan province of Punjab. In the times that followed after gaining inde-
pendence from Britain, the Punjab region was divided between the two nations. In Pakistan,
Punjabis are the largest ethnic group, comprising roughly 44% of the total population of the country.
They reside predominantly in the province of Punjab and Pakistan-administered Kashmir. In India,
Punjabis represent about 3% of the population. The majority of Punjabi-speaking people in India can
be found across the greater Punjab region, which comprises the states of Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Delhi and the Union Territory of Chandigarh. Moreover, large communities of
Punjabis are also found in the Jammu region of Jammu and Kashmir and the states of Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.

Punjabi is the dominant language spoken in Pakistan, and 11th most spoken language in India.
According to the Ethnologue 2005 estimate,[6] there are 88 million native speakers of the Punjabi
language, which makes it approximately the 12th most widely spoken language in the world.
According to the 2008 Census of Pakistan,[7] there are approximately 76,335,300 native speakers
of Punjabi in Pakistan, and according to the Census of India, there are over 29,102,477 Punjabi
speakers in India.[8] Punjabi is also spoken as a minority language in several other countries where
Punjabis have emigrated in large numbers, such as the United Kingdom (where it is the second
most commonly used language[9]) and Canada, in which Punjabi has now become the fourth most
spoken language after English, French and Chinese, due to the rapid growth of immigrants from
Pakistan and India.[10] There are also sizable communities in United States, Kenya, Tanzania,
Uganda, Persian Gulf countries, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, Australia and New Zealand.
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