The Japanese community sold
their rich and productive lands to the local *
Canadians, and never returned back. In fact they were
removed to the interiors and other remote places for the security rea-
sons. Abbotsford, as it was a rich agriculture belt, since the time of Hudson's
bay, became a thriving place for the farmers, with the arrival of modern farming equip-
ments.

The contribution of the Sikh pioneer farmers, especially Sunder Singh Thandi and Nand
Singh Banga provided inspiration of the host of Indo-Canadian farmers in the near future.
The Braich family purchased some 40-acre of rich berry farming land from a Mennonite
family in Huntingdon, in 1940,s, which gradually encouraged others in the community to
venture in the berry farming. The Japanese cleaned the barren land faster than any other
communities in the early times. The Mennonites are to be given a strong credit for organising
the berry farming in a more systematic way. The Mennonite Community was the first in this
town to start the co-operative system, which later made this place a proud Berry capital of
British Columbia. The first generation of Mennonite women and children worked in the fields for
the livelihood.

The second and the third generations of Mennonites and other local Canadians, started selling

the land to the East-Indian community, as they gradually changed their professions and also

switched over to other ulcerative trades. This provided the opportunity to the Sikh community
farmers to adopt the profession of their ancestors. Sikhs are defined as one of the best farmers
in India. The native land Punjab, they come from, is termed as "The granary of India", as it pro-
duces more per capita of produce as compared to other provinces in India. The East Indian com-
munity almost monopolises in the berry production, in this district, which is also one of the largest
and the most superior quality producer of berries in the World.

By Manjit Singh Sandhu;
Research Scholar, Artist and Illustrator. Abbotsford, B.C.
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Structural & Architechtural
Model Maker

While we celebrate, it is the right time to introduce Don Bladon, a local resident of Abbotsford. Also a
member of the MSA Society, he makes models of Historical buildings in miniature. In the past two
decades, he has produced a series of old monuments of this district including that of the Old Sikh
Temple.

Weighing half a pound, it is made with syrene and is well preserved in The Trethewey House Museum in
Abbotsford. At 79, he proudly adds about the rare piece of art, “It took me almost 84 hours to design”.
It was all volunteer work and the price of this rare specimen is estimated to be around $2000. Don has
also created a panoramic view of Abbotsford Mill Lake, where Sikh pioneers worked for many decades.

He comments, “l am excited about the whole concept of celebration and being very interested in the
history, it important to know where we come from.”

Late ex —Mayor of the Matsqui Municipality, John Alexander “Spud’ Murphy (also a Royal Canadian Air
force Pilot in World War 1), was often approached by the Sikh pioneers farmers regarding agrarian
matters in early days. The last two mayors Mr. Dave Kandal (ex- mayors of Matsqui municipality), and
Mr. George Ferguson (Mayor for over 30 years) are considered as “friends of the community”.

Organizations like the MSA Society, The Reach, The Arts Council, and the Trethewey House Museum,
Indo Canadian Research Centre UFV, Abbotsford, have been working together in mutual harmony to
preserve local heritage of this region, which makes this place very unique and lively.

Dorothy Van der Ree, Executive Director of MSA Museum Society comments, “| am excited about the
celebration, about and the MSA Society, and the Trethewey family, being such an important part of the
building of the old Sikh Temple. We value the ongoing association between the Temple and the
Trethewey family. We look forward to the cooperation between the two societies”.

(Contributed by Manjit Singh Sandhu, Research Scholar)
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I'm honoured to contribute to this Heritage Gurdwara Centennial Celebration souvenir publication.
It's a special time for the South Asian community as we prepare to mark this 100-year milestone.

The Heritage Gurdwara holds special meaning for me and my family. | recall visiting the Gurdwara in the
1970s for many weddings and prayer services. It's wonderful to see we're celebrating this anniversary in a
unique fashion with the entire community and with citizens from around the world. The temple stands as a
pillar of cooperation in how people from different walks of life came together here in the Central Fraser Valley
to construct a safe place of worship.

As a columnist with the Abbotsford/Mission Times, | have profiled the Gurdwara's remarkable journey and
the important role it plays within our community. In June, | will be celebrating 16 years as a writer and have
been privileged to share so many amazing and compelling stories. Former award-winning Abbotsford news-
paper editor Rick Rake, who continues to be a passionate supporter of the South Asian community here,
taught me an important lesson that | practice whenever | write.

He said: "Don't make the story about yourself. Showcase the many deserving people in the community who
are truly making a difference. A sign of a good journalist or editor is one who gets out there, engages with
the people, talks to them, and focuses on their accomplishments. If they look a little deeper, and beyond their
own experiences, writers discover a treasure of fascinating stories."

| have never forgotten Rick's meaningful and influential words.
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