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The Year 2011 marks a year of great historical importance for the Canadian Sikhs. 
The community celebrates the centennial year for the completion of the Abbotsford Sikh Temple, which
was completed in 1911, by the early Sikh pioneers who immigrated to this town during the turn of the cen-
tury. They were single men, ordinary working class and still fortunate to have jobs at Maple grove Mill,
located in the Clayburn Area owned by Hartnells, and Abbotsford Lumber Co., owned by Trethewey fam-
ily in Mill lake area. The Hartnells employed and preferred the Sikh workers until the Lumber Company
existed. Unfortunately it was gutted twice by fire, which brought the operation of the mill to a grinding halt. 

Not much in detail was known about the positive role of the Hartnell family in establishing the Sikh
Community in this town so far, as the book is out of print. The family History of Hartnells depicts some of
the rare and emotional moments between the employers and employed.   

Similarly, almost over 3 decades of Lumber operation run by the Trethewey family, not only it provided the
economic and social stability to the locals, including Asians (such as, Sikhs, Chinese, Japanese), but it
also helped the communities grow bigger and prosperous in future. The donation of Lumber in the con-
struction of old Sikh Temple by the Trethewey family is also much eulogised and appreciated till this date.
The contribution of both the leading- The Hartnells and the Trethewey's, are being discussed in detail in
the later chapters. The pioneer stories are worth recapitulating, as the Abbotsford locals, despite many
cultural barriers, worked together like a family. 
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SANT TEJA SINGH JI
A SIKH SCHOLAR  

The early Sikh pioneers were inspired by the Khalsa Diwan
Society, a religious organisation, established by a Sikh Scholar
of international repute, graduate from Harvard law School,
named Sant Teja Singh. The word "Sant" is not a prefix here, but
synonymous to word "Saint". The contribution of Sant Teja
Singh is worth recapitulating in the present context for various
reasons. First, that, very few Canadians know anything  , or they
know very little about the real contribution of Sant Teja Singh in
western countries (Canada, USA and U k), and secondly, he
keenly used his sense of logic and reasoning while demanding
basic human and civil rights for the Sikhs in Canada.   He con-
vinced the politicians and the government, not with passion but
by the virtue of his logic and pedantry. 

He often presented the first hand investigative reports conducted by the team that drew the attention
even from sane minded folks among the white Canadians. Many a times, he sent the investigative
teams to US and Ottawa, on fact finding mission to counter the false and fabricated reports that twist-
ed and distorted the image of the community. His efforts convinced many leading Canadians, who
believed in universal love and humanity instead of domination of one race over the other. This tech-
nique gained him support even from many diehard Canadians, who then stood by the community in
tough times, supporting the basic civil rights denied to the community in the early days.

Teja Singh was a baptized Sikh and was more of a saintly personality, and is regarded as one of the
leading Sikh Scholar of the century by the present Sikh Community. 

He was the first to organise the small group of community men, not only in British Columbia but in the
Pacific Coast of America and UK as well. His visit to Western countries gave the spiritual guidance and
brought the unity in the Sikh Nation His stupendous efforts further sparked the creation of series of the
Sikh Shrines in the Western countries. His guidance led the illiterate and rural folk to invest in real-
estate, timber companies, farms, dairy industry and in the field of transportation as well. The rise in eco-
nomic status of the community, improved the social prestige as well.  

It was because of the charismatic leadership and influence of Sant Teja Singh, Pioneer Sikhs in the
Pacific Coast of Canada managed to have Sikh Temples in Victoria, New Westminster, Abbotsford,
Hillcrest and many other places. The Vancouver Sikh Temple was already built (opened 18 Jan. 1908),
during the visit of Sant Teja Singh. Teja Singh got it registered under Khalsa Diwan Society, the main
religious body that laid out the guidelines for the future. It was further, incorporated under the BC
Societies Act in 1915.

Also known as a Professor, (M.A. LLB (PB) A.M. USA), because of his arts degree at Harvard
University, USA, Sant Teja Singh tried to establish the true image of the early Sikh pioneers. He advo-
cated education, unity, human rights and tried to eradicate the social stigma and prejudice prevailing
against the Sikhs in Canada. The early pioneers, who build the Abbotsford Sikh Temple, were actually
inspired by the dedication and guidance Khalsa Diwan Society of Vancouver, an organisation created
by Sant Teja Singh himself. The Professor further drafted the regulations and the By-Laws of the
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Khalsa Diwan Society of Vancouver, an organisation created by Sant Teja Singh himself. The Professor
further drafted the regulations and the By-Laws of the Khalsa Diwan Society that controlled and jointly
coordinated all the major Sikh Temples in BC.

He also managed to establish the Guru Nanak Mining and Trust Company in BC, which later managed to
buy the shares in the mining companies. The sizeable amount of the profit was spent on education, eco-
nomic improvement and propagation of unity and religion in the community. Due to his guidance, Sikh pio-
neers managed to purchase the land at different places in British Columbia. He reminded the Sikh
Pioneers, the value of cooperation and unity. To cite just an instance, the community was able to purchase
some 440 acres plot in the Eagle Harbour in the turn of the century.  

Within short span of his visit in BC, he was able to gain the friendship and confidence of many noted
Canadians, whose names appear in print, including a Roman Catholic Priest, Rev. L. W. Hall.  He had
several American supporters in New York, who frequently visited him to know more about Sikh religion
and culture. Teja Singh's Canadian sympathisers supported the contents of the memorandum forwarded
to the Canadian Officials which demanded the equal rights for the Sikh community as provided to the
"White Community" of Canada. This group wholeheartedly supported the delegation, sent to Ottawa.
Documents confirm the facts that these supporters even started voicing in support of civic rights, lawfully
denied to the community in those days. The lecture delivered by Sant Teja Singh in English attracted some
10,000 Caucasians.

Teja Singh also played a major role when the Government of Canada unlawfully planned to deport all the
Sikhs of BC to the British Honduras, under one pretext or the other. The plan was totally racially motivated.

The Asians, the Native Indians and the Sikhs as well, were denied equal rights and justice in many ways.
As the Sikh Community was considered more alienated and marginalised in those days, the reports of
forcible deportation of all the Sikhs to British Honduras started appearing in the Newspapers of British
Columbia in the first decade of 20th century. Teja Singh successfully thwarted the attempt of Canadian
Government against this deportation order. Even though he himself belonged to the faculty of law, he fre-
quently, sought the help of a qualified Canadian Lawyer, to discuss the technical niceties.

The plan to deport all the Sikhs from B.C. to the British Honduras was a hot issue at one time. It was
argued that the indentured Sikh labourers would be provided more wages and lucrative jobs there. The
indentured labourers in B.C were considered a burden on the part of Government in those days. The tem-
porary depression was one of the major causes that created a good deal of havoc in the working class.

Against this logic, the field of study conducted by Sant Teja Singh  showed that the majority of the Sikhs
were working and even the jobless were taken care of, by the Sikh Temple, as the free "Gurus Langar"
(Gurus' free community Kitchen for all), fed and sheltered the jobless ones. Some jobless Sikhs lived with
the working class, who willingly, voluntarily, and wholeheartedly shared free food with them, in the hour of
crisis. 

Sant Teja Singh took firm and concrete measures to resolve the deportation crisis. He used his masterly
stroke by despatching an investigative team to British Honduras ("fact finding Mission"), and finally argued
in a petition, that it would be a gross injustice to forcibly send all the Sikhs (British Citizens) to British
Honduras, against their free will. Some 30 Indians, who have been working as an indentured labour in
British Honduras since long, they were so disgusted with the living conditions there, that they constantly
pleaded to be sent to their old country, India. Due to the timely intervention of Sant Teja Singh, the plan
of unwanted transportation of so called "indentured labour" was unanimously rejected.
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Although more than a century has gone by, not much has been explored about the life and contribution of
Sant Teja Singh. The members of Khalsa Diwan Society (Vancouver and New Westminster), in the coming
decades didn't perhaps realise the Historical value of the original Sikh Temples built by the Sikh Pioneers. As
a result of this negligence, the historical shrines were sold. The only one standing now in intact is, the old
Abbotsford Sikh Temple built in 1911.

The Abbotsford Sikh temple was declared Canadian national Historical site by Prime Minister, Jean Chretien
in the year 2002. This gives a special pride and prestige to the local community of this town. The building of
the Abbotsford has a special significance, as it adequately speaks about the positive role of the Trethewey
family, who donated the lubber for the construction of this old Sikh Temple. This is discussed in detail in the
next chapter.  

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY
THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE SIKH GURUS
This chapter gives a brief account of the birth of Sikh faith and the teachings of Sikh Gurus. While we
celebrate, it is also important to learn about the background, as many Westerners do not know what
Sikhism stands for.

Sikhs basically hail from the foothills of the Himalayan ranges. The land has a beautiful combination
of hills and prairies, as well. The original map of old Punjab was way bigger than what it is now.
Geographically, the land is located in the Northern part of India. The people of this region have always
faced the barbaric intruders from the North-West Frontiers of India, which bordered Afghanistan and
China as well.

In the old map, the land of Punjab was also called the "land of Five Rivers", and was way bigger than
what we see it now. This region had always been the major gateway to the barbaric intruders, who
came to plunder and kill the people of this region for their own gains. Alexander the Great was the
first outsider from Greece to storm this land, almost around 300 BC.

The Muslim invaders started invading the North-West territory since 8th century. They were able to
capture Sind and Multan, a big part of North India, but the final and the major conquest of the Indian
Sub-Continent took place in 12th century.  
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The perpetual raids conducted by the Islamic enthusiasts made the pity Hindu Rajas very week and sub-
missive.

The Hindu social order (caste system) made the Indian community very weak and was infested with fick-
le divisions based on so called high and low caste born. These divisions and the lack of coordination, not
only kept the society fragmented, but also paved the passage for the Muslim invaders in India. Over Ten
(10) centuries of Muslim rule in India, is treated as an age of the slavery of India, which is not only the
most debated topic, but divides even the Historians of international repute in two schools of thought today. 

In fact the old Hindu society was never an integrated society as a powerful or cohesive force any time.
In past, it was also in deep ideological feud with the Buddhist faith for centuries. The philosophy of Buddha
ruled out the old social order of caste system, frowned and resented by the Brahiminic faith (priestly class)
of India. The Brahmins (upper priest class), treated the so called lower class worst than slaves and cor-
poral punishment of the poor section was considered rightfully just in the old society. The legendary epics
like Mahabharata and Ramayana is littered with examples of caste divisions.

Oppressed by centuries of prosecution, many so called lower class Hindus, accepted Islam, and also
refused to join the army of Hindu rulers of India. Many willingly accepted the Islamic faith, and found it
more lucrative than Hinduism, as there was no ill treatment and no social order in the new faith. They
could share and eat freely with Islamic brothers, the privileges never they enjoyed in the past. There was
no fear of caste prosecution by the Brahmins (priestly class), in Islam.

The Muslim invaders tried to destroy the Buddhist faith that once thrived in Afghanistan and major part of
North India, as did the Hindu Brahmins in other parts of India, where Buddhist faith being more appealing
to the poor section, almost overshadowed the Hindu religion. Buddhism also ruled out the caste system,
which made a universal appeal to the large chunk of population coming from the oppressed class.

The majority of the Moghal Emperors in India however left no stone unturned to perpetrate cruelty and
barbarism in the name of Islam, as spreading of Islam and forcible conversion to Islam was one of their
main aims. The Muslim "jihadis" also waged several wars in Greece and Spain with an idea to capture the
entire Europe.

The attack on Greece forced the Greek scholars to become fugitives and take shelter in England. This
political upheaval witnessed all over globe is termed as age of jihad by the Muslims and Crusaders' age
by the Europeans. It was also an age of renaissance that brought many cataclysmic changes all over the
globe. The social, political and religious upheavals were almost the same all over Europe and India, the
reason why a parallel is drawn here. 

Such were the state of affairs, during the birth of Guru Nanak. Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikh faith, who
was born in 1469, the "dark age", where there was no peace and justice in the society. All that prevailed
was- inequality, superstition, injustice and religious dogmatism. The advent of Nanak as a child, created
a feud between Hindus and Muslims scholars, who claimed the child to be the follower of their faith. Nanak
questioned and argued and convinced both, and ruled out the narrow minded dogmas, held so dear by
Islam and Hinduism as well. He refused to follow the beaten path, yet promoting unity and love between
the two. He visited and shared the food only with the poor section of both the communities, who earned
the livelihood by honest means.   

Guru Nanak composed mystical poems, in praise of God. He often got involved in discussion with "Muslim
Mullahs' and "Hindu Priests", arguing that there is no difference between the two and by opposing each
other in the name of religion they are digging each other's graves. 
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He is said to have possessed a deep knowledge of Holy Quran and the Vedas as well. He exposed the
hypocrisy of the two, and gained a large band of followers coming from both the faiths, which was not only
uncommon, but impossible in those days. 

A practical man, down to earth, Guru Nanak was hauled and imprisoned by the first Mughal Emperor
named Babar, who not only attacked and slaughtered many defenceless and innocent women and chil-
dren, but also made many of them captive. The idea was to spread the reign of terror and gave them
option to accept Islam.

Being an embodiment of divine light, Guru Nanak started singing the hymns in the prison. Babar heard
Nanak's voice and was overtaken by remorse, "O Holy Man. I see God in thy face. I will do anything you
ask for". The historical record states, that the Emperor Babar himself heard his spiritual outcry, and was
overwhelmed with a sense of sin and guilt. The tyrant fell at the feet of "Baba Nanak' and pleaded for purg-
ing of his sins. This event is officially recorded by Muslim and Sikh Historians as well. This event also is
a part of Sikh scripture today, written by Guru Nanak Himself, as it is a universal message to the rulers,
almost laying out the guidelines, as to how to treat their subjects.

Guru Nanak's discourses with Babar and his Muslim Mullahs convinced them that this prisoner possessed
extraordinary qualities, not even seen among the Muslim "dervishes' (God's men), so far. Nanak was set
free along with all the innocent prisoners. He advised Babar to work for the welfare of the subjects and
humanity. He also reminded him that tyranny, no matter how powerful it is, is bound to have a downfall
one day. He further reminded him to be compassionate to his subjects. He left the prison with a statement
that his efforts to appease "Allah", by shedding the blood of the innocents, was a baseless theory. The
Empire will soon crumble down. 

This was Guru Nanak's first encounter with the first Mughal Emperor, whose several generations were to
rule India for almost the span of over a few coming centuries. Parallel to this, Guru Nanak's philosophy
and teachings were to be carried forward by other nine Gurus (his successors). The followers of Guru
Nanak were called the "Sikhs', literally meaning the disciples. The birth of Sikhism came in sharp contrast
with Hinduism and Islam in many ways, although it also attracted a large crowd of followers from both the
so called established religions.

Many a cases, the jealous Hindu priests, serving as interlopers for The Muslim Emperors, played a treach-
erous role in spying against the public activities of the Sikh Gurus. They couldn't withstand the teachings
of the Gurus, who treated the entire creation of God and humanity as one. Sikhism also ruled out the
muslin belief that dubbed Hindus as "kafirs' and infidels as the teachings of the Gurus appealed only "uni-
versal love for mankind".

No sooner the sapling humanity was planted by the Sikh Gurus, the jealous pots consisting of Hindu
priests and Muslim Mullahs, left any stone unturned to uproot it. In return, the Gurus showed no discrim-
ination for the two rival faiths, but also added many original verses from Hindu and Muslim Saints called
Bhagats, and humanists, who believed in humanity, universal love and accepted God as one creator.

Guru Nanak's undertook different travels over a span of 25 years. He visited all the major places of India,
and important places in Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nepal, Russia, Tibet, China, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Jerusalem, etc. He travelled on foot and recorded the socio-religious chronicles of the
times. The names of the places, time and distance has been calculated by the scholars, which creates
more scope for the researchers to enquire more about the life and times of Guru Nanak.  Recent study
doesn't even rule out his possibility of meeting with Sr. Martin Luther.

The 9 gurus, who carried forward the religious tradition of Guru Nanak,  faced hardship and opposition
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posed by the Mughal Emperors as well as the Hindu rulers and priests. The 5th Guru, Guru Arjan Dev
underwent unprecedented physical torture and faced the death penalty when the Mughal Emperor
Jahangir, passed a stringent order giving him an option to accept Islam, or face the death penalty. The
Guru remained true to the teachings of Guru Nanak and willingly accepted death as the will of God. Guru
Arjan Dev's inhuman prosecution is also recorded by a Jesuit Christian priest, named Father Jerome
Xavier, who was a Missionary in India, stationed at Lahore in 1606. 

Guru Arjan Dev's son, Guru Hargobind, who became 6th Guru,
took up arms to oppose the tyrants.  Jehangir saw the growing fol-
lowers of Sikh faith as a threat to Islam. The stringent orders were
passed to teach lesson to the followers of the Gurus. During his
life Guru Hargobind faced and fought four battles with the Mughal
army.

Guru Hargobind was invited by Emperor Jahangir, who concealed
his evil intentions and was in fact planning to arrest him due to his
growing influence. He cunningly apologised for prosecuting his
father, befriended him and invited him on a hunting expedition.
Guru Hargobind, instead of avenging the death of his father, saved
the life of Emperor Jahangir, who was pounced upon by a lion
instantly in the wilderness. 

The official record shows that he thanked Guruji for this favour.
This example clearly states, the aims and objectives of the Sikh
Gurus were   that of amnesty and compassion. However a Hindu

named Chandu Shah, who was also Court adviser of Emperor Jahangir, managed to misadvise the
Emperor that Guru's influence would prove suicidal for his Empire. Jahangir, instead of confirming the
facts, got involved with never ending battle with Guru Hargobind in his life time. The Sikh faith despite
opposition continued to grow under the successive Sikh Gurus.  

The 9th Guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur, who stood for rights of Hindus to practice their faith was publicly tor-
tured and beheaded by another Mughal Emperor named Aurangzeb, who was particularly noted for his
cruelty and barbarism. He took sinister delight in public prosecution of those who refused to accept
Islam. The Hindus were forced to pay "jazia" (special tax for non-Muslims), and not allowed to carry
arms. The fighting class Rajputs, who at one time, claimed to be the real defenders of Hindu faith, were
cowed down to submission and despite small skirmishes with Mughal-Army, never dared to face
Aurangzeb openly. They refused to take up the cause of Kashmiri Brahmins, the major event that led to
the public prosecution of Guru Tegh Bahadur. 

Aurangzeb, had managed to capture Kashmir, and he gave the option to the people of Kashmir to
accept Islam or face the death penalty. This created a big uproar, among the Kashmiri Brahmins, who
felt threatened and defenceless. They sent the representatives all over India, but unfortunately no Hindu
ruler or organisation came forward to take up their noble cause, none dared to challenge the muscle
and might of the Mughal Emperor, Aurangzeb.

The last rays of hope left for Kashmiri Brahmins was to make an approach to the Sikh Guru, Guru Tegh
Bahadur for help. The Guru assured them all help and sent them back with a message to Aurangzeb,
"who, on the advice of Guru, told the Mughal authorities that they would willingly embrace Islam if Guru
Tegh Bahadur, did the same". Guruji knew the consequences, and he was prepared for it, not that he
supported all the tenets of Hinduism, but because he believed in righteousness and was against the ter-
ror and intimidation, that was shown to forcefully convert the defenceless Hindus to Islam. 

Shish Ganj Sahib
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The Guru was captured, and was tortured for 3-months, before he was given an option to accept Islam or
face death penalty. Amid all physical afflictions, Guru Tegh Bahadur stayed calm and kept uttering the
hymns from the scripture of the Sikh Faith.

He was finally beheaded in the middle of Chandni- Chawk, which is one of the main town squares in Delhi,
the capital of India. A beautiful Historical Sikh Shrine named "Sis-Ganj Gurdwara", with the golden dome
was built at the same spot, which is visited by millions of devotees each year. Guru Tegh Bahadur is also
respectfully referred as, "Hind Di Chaddar", which literally means, "the defender of the Hindu faith'. Many
Sikh Historians treat the prosecution of Sikh Gurus and the followers, as a Golden Era in the pages of
Sikh History, and not as the "dark- age", as it symbolically represents the sacrifice for the sake of human-
ity, universal love and compassion. 

The last and the 10th Guru, Guru Gobind Singh gave a final shape to Sikhism and instructed the Sikhs to
follow the teachings of the Gurus imbibed in the Holy Book of the Sikhs, "Sri Guru Granth Sahib". He
became the Guru at the age of 9, due to the untimely prosecution of his father Guru Tegh Bahadur. He
introduced the system of baptism, gave the title of "Singh" (meaning lion), to the male names and "Kaur"
(meaning princess) to the female names. He further instructed the Sikhs not to trust or believe in any liv-
ing physical gurus (including, charlatans, one performing miracles, charmers, Sooth Sayers, palmists etc),
but ordained the Sikhs that Guru Granth Sahib, the scripture as their permanent living Guru for seeking
guidance. 

SahibzadeGuru Gobind Singh

The two of Guru Gobind Singh's elder
sons Ajit Singh and Jojhar Singh died
fighting in the battle field, while the
two younger ones aged Zorawar
Singh, aged 9 and Fateh Singh aged
7 were bricked alive and  beheaded
alive upon their refusal to accept
Islam. They were tempted with
wealth, rank and honour an even,
"when you grow up, I shall marry you
to the beautiful daughters of
respectable chiefs……..you will be
honoured by the Emperor', fell flat in
their eyes.

The sad news of the execution of the two children was delivered by a wealthy Sikh named Todar Mal to
Mata Gujri, grand -mother of the two. She amid the prayers uttering "Waheguru…Waheguru" died an
instant death.

Todar Mal was allowed to cremate the three dead bodies, only on the grounds of paying a stipulated
amount of money in form of gold coins and also was told to purchase the land of his own, for this partic-
ular purpose. The cremation site has a Sikh Temple today and is called "Joti Sarup'. The place where
the two sons of Guru Gobind Singh were beheaded and bricked alive is called "Fateh Garh Sahib" and
the spot where the three were held captive is called "Gurdwara Mata Gujri Burj". 

As predicted by Guru Nanak some 200 years ago, the Mughal Kingdom, once so powerful, disintegrat-
ed into pieces. A Few years ago, the surviving Muslim descendents of Aurangzeb paid visit to the
Golden Temple, Amritsar, to pay the respect to the Sikh Gurus. They were wholeheartedly welcomed by
the authorities of the Golden Temple.
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The post Gurus period, which spans over a century till the advent of the rule of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
(first and the only Sikh Emperor) is full of holocaust and executions. Before he left for the heavenly
abode, Guru Gobind Singh instructed his followers to follow the leadership of Banda Singh Bahadur.
Banda Singh Bahadur followed the teachings of the Sikh Gurus, and waged many battles against the
Mughal rulers. He also avenged the death of the two innocent sons of Guru Gobind Singh, who were
beheaded and bricked alive.

All his life, Banda Singh bahadur faced the hardship of moving from one place to another, but he never
gave up. He was captured by the Mughal Army and as expected was given the option to choose Islam
or face the death penalty. His son Ajai Singh, just a little kid was given a death penalty in his presence.
The torture they endured was extremely brutal.  

The martyrdom of Banda Singh Bahadur also meant the permanent fall of Mughal Empire. The Sikhs in
the meanwhile, had learnt to fight and survive. With the execution of fifth Guru Guru Arjan Dev, they
were no longer passive observers, but fighters, ready to give life for the noble cause. The Khalsa (bap-
tised Sikhs), created by Guru Gobind Singh, was seen as the protectors of the community. 

The Muslim invaders conducted raids, looted the wealth, and captured Hindu women. The scattered
fighting bands of the Sikhs would pounce upon them suddenly, usually from behind. The Mughal Army
men were always caught unaware, while at retreat. The "Khalsa" freed the captive Hindu women, and
sent them back to their families.
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Many a time they abandoned the freshly prepared "Langar" (joint community food), to attack the retreat-
ing band of looters. Thus the Khalsa, prepared by Guru Gobind Singh was able to gain a large public sup-
port, as it was seen to be defenders of Human Rights , to explain in a modern terms.

The petty skirmishes continued for almost a century. In the beginning of the 19th
century, the Sikhs managed to politically unite themselves under the Sikh Emperor,
Maharaja Ranjjit Singh, for four decades. The Sikh population stretched all over
northern India, what we now know as the China border, Nepal, Afghanistan and
Pakistan. Some also lived in adjoining Middle-Eastern countries, and frequently
travelled there for business and horse-trading. The Maharaja ruled over a large
part of Afghanistan including Kabul, and also chalked out a peaceful political treaty
with British colonials.

It is worthwhile to introduce the role of the British here, as in future they were to
rule India for almost over a span of a century. The British started making inroads
into India in mass scale with the fall of Mughal Empire. They came as the traders
working for the East India Company, but also kept a vigilant eye, on the political
developments, as spying on the future colony was one of their primary aims. They
showed their presence much earlier, not as rulers but as Christian Missionaries and
traders, the attitude changed gradually. They gained control over India except
Punjab, but didn't start any military aggression against Ranjit Singh for various rea-
sons. 

Having convinced about the military power of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the two her-
culean powers decided to respect each others' territorial integrity and also follow
the policy of non-aggression. The British men had managed to gain control over
major parts of India through East India Company, but didn't dare to challenge the
power and might of the Sikh Maharaja directly. The British Imperialists were
advised by the interlopers and spies to avoid direct confrontation with the Sikh
power. It seemed to be that the Sikh power could only be taken by deceit and
treachery. It could be weakened, only by sowing the seeds of conspiracies in the
kingdom. Divide-and--rule was however, one of the basic ingredients of British pol-
icy.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh's political administration was based on so called, democrat-
ic principles. He employed Christians, the Hindus as well as the Muslims in his
Royal palace, without any discrimination, "He created an atmosphere of religious
tolerance in which Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs were appointed to the High Offices".
His Chief Minister was a Muslim, named, Fakir Aziz-Ud-Din, in charge of Foreign
Policy and Revenue Collection. Apart from that, he also employed a large number
of Punjabi Muslims in his Army.   
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Maharaja Ranjit Singh even employed the services of the French, Americans, Hungarians,
Italians and other Europeans from different countries as officials and surgeons. These European officers
present some of the rare martial feats performed by the Sikh Troops of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. The
grandiloquent "Royalty of his Palace" in Lahore, was considered more superior than many rulers in the
Europe.

Amid many skirmishes and internecine rivalries among the Sikh generals, the Sikh Empire fell in the mid-
19th century. This happened only after the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. In fact Punjab was the last
place to be captured by the British and this became possible, only after the death of the Maharaja. 
The British Colonial power took over the entire Sikh Kingdom which stretched over many parts of
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kashmir, bordering Nepal and other impassable hilly terrains. The aftermath
proved catastrophic. This further brought Sikhs in direct touch with the English Crown.  A large group of
deposed Sikh Generals continue to oppose the British power. The Sikhs seriously resented the British
colonial power in the beginning. The fall of the Sikh Empire, led to a serious callous in the society.

The cause of the fall included the divide and rule policy of the British Colonials, internecine rivalry among
the Sikh nobles, as well as the role of the Hindu rulers (poorbia sepoys), who also helped British Army in
dislodging the Sikhs from their political power. The British gained a complete authority over rest of India
in the year 1833, when Punjab was still under the rule of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Maharaja Ranjit Singh
died on 27. 1839, and the British finally occupied Punjab on 21. December 1849 from his son, Maharaja
Daleep Singh, who was just 11-year old. 
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The disintegration of the Sikh Empire was the greatest achievement for the English rulers in India. The well-
trained Sikh troops of Maharaja Ranjit Singh were thrown jobless, which not only caused a traumatic experi-
ence, but also disturbed the contemporary infrastructure of the Sikh society. The official British anthropologists
and historians, who had been studying the different races of India, defined Sikhs as one of the leading martial
races of Himalayan territory. Sikh rebellion, by the disgruntled elements was still imminent after the fall of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 

The family tragedy that befell the Royal family presents a scourge of melancholic events and was to be lament-
ed by the entire community in the coming generations. The conspiracy was hatched against the Sikh Royal
family, and as planned, the surviving last son (Prince Daleep Singh, aspirant of Sikh Kingdom), of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh was baptised deceitfully into Christianity and shipped to London. In fact, he was the first Sikh to
set his foot "on British soil".  

The idea was to keep the royal prince away from the subjects. He was put under the strict surveillance of a
Christian Priest and was not allowed to see his mother, Maharani Jind Kaur. The rightful claimant to the throne,
the little Prince was also deprived of the Koh-I-Noor diamond, which later on became part of the crown jewel,
and is now displayed in the jewel house in the Tower of London.   

Back in London, unaware of his past, the deposed and budding Prince was not only, lovingly treated as a fam-
ily member by Queen Victoria, but allowed to live and play with the children of the Royal family at the palace
of Osborne. Oblivious of what happened to his family, the Prince lived like a typical aristocratic Englishman in
London, and frequently accompanied the Royal family in hunting expeditions.

Queen Victoria herself sketched several portraits of the young Maharaja. The live portrait of Maharaja Daleep
Singh, done in watercolour, is surprisingly a beautiful piece of art. She also became a godmother of Daleep
Singh's children, who grew and played with her own children.

Daleep Singh's marriage with Princess Bamba Muller (German-Ethiopian descent), was arranged by none
other than the Royal family of Queen Victoria. His white marble statue especially ordered by Queen Victoria
was displayed in the Buckingham Palace. Daleep Singh was also offered a pension as a deposed ruler. He
also owned the Estate of Elevden, built in 2000 acres in U K. The grand parties thrown by him were frequent-
ly attended by Prince of Whales and the other leading English Lords.      

Later, as an adult, he managed to learn of his past, and finally adopted Sikhism- religion of his ancestors. His
biological Sikh mother, Maharani Jind Kaur, was offered a permission to visit him in England. She was taken
care of by the English ladies, during her one year stay in England. The Maharani reminded him about the teach-
ings and values of the Sikh Gurus, and also how the conspiracy was hatched by the British to capture the Sikh
Kingdom. She died in England, and her ashes were brought by Daleep Singh to India.
He dreamed of Sikh Empire, became revolutionary idealist, a rebel, and amid many political conspiracies

hatched against him, died a tragic death in France. All sorts of obstacles were created, when he, finally decid-
ed to immigrate to his homeland Punjab, with an aim to reclaim his Kingdom back from the British. This per-
manently sealed the prospect of his dreams to re-claim the Sikh Kingdom as his own. He was buried accord-
ing to the Christian rites in the grave, which is located in Elveden Church in UK.

His Royal Palace in London, his tomb, and his statue is still the most visited sight by the Sikhs from all over the
world. In 1998, HRH, Prince Charles unveiled the statue of Maharaja Daleep Singh at Thetford, U k, which
attracts many tourists every year. Scores of documents, in archives and Museums in London, speak about Sikh
contribution to the world. Many authentic documentaries made by BBC, give in-depth glimpse of the life of
Maharaja Daleep Singh and also British- Sikh relations. 

MAHARAJA DALEEP SINGH
LIFE IN UNITED KINGDOM...
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ANGLO SAXONS AND SIKHS
RELATIONS AFTER THE DEATH OF

MAHARAJA DALEEP SINGH
(Sikhs, as soldiers of British Indian Army)

The British men admired the martial feats of the Sikh soldiers, some notable ones including tactics in guer-
rilla war, wielding swords with two hands, and horse pegging. These tactics of horse pegging was borrowed
by the British, which was also introduced by the British in RCMP in Canada. It took no time for the Anglo
Saxon race to exploit the war like qualities of the Sikhs, as spreading the English colonies all over the world
was their primary aim. 

Some Sikh soldiers participated as mercenaries of British Army in 1857,   sepoy mutiny, along with the
Rajputs, the Mahrattas, the Madrasis, the Garhwalis, the Gorkhas, the Dogras, the Punjabi Musalmans,
and Pathans. This wasn't a Mutiny, nor had any national or patriotic feelings in a real sense as defined, but
was more of a communal flare up, confined within a certain territory, with an intention to kill and plunder
civil population. 

To sum up in brief, a quotation form a Sikh writer, Dr. Ganda Singh serves our purpose. "The first man to
be killed in Delhi was an Indian Christian Dr. Chamanlal, who was standing in front of his dispensary. Their
next victims were banias and mahajans (meaning Hindu businessmen and traders here), whose shops
they plundered, and account books and debt-bonds burnt or destroyed".

There was no leadership and the hooligans' first targets were innocent Christian women and children, who
were murdered in a gruesome manner in the city of Meerut, and Delhi, where the riots first broke out. The
rebellious sepoys even freed the convicted prisoners form the jail. They, together with criminals and
dacoits, went on a rampage spree, and even looted the shops of Hindu traders. The Sepoy Mutiny had no
ideological background. It soon lost the public support and died a natural death. At many places the fellow
Hindu victims, "took the side of the English, protected their lives and property and prayed for their victory".  

The post sepoy-mutiny era totally changed the socio-political fabric of India. Sikhs were employed in the
Imperial Army, and in return, the British willingly allowed Sikhs to use Sikh symbols that was part of old mil-
itary tradition and martial creed. The Sikh warriors were decorated with the war medals and their images
also appeared in the coins. Sikhs constituted the major troops and regiments in British Army and support-
ed the British in spreading the colonies not only in India but also in Afghanistan, China, Egypt, Malaysia,
Singapore, and many other African and Asian countries.

They were particularly recruited as policemen, guards, and bodyguards in countries like Singapore,
Malaysia and China and African countries. A large portion of the Hong-Kong police comprised of Sikh offi-
cers. 

Parallel to these developments many Sikhs fought desperately for the independence of India, which is
known as fight for the independence of India in 1947, more than 90% of those who went to gallows, were
Sikhs. Despite political differences between the two races, Sikhs have managed to make a permanent
mark as a martial race, and distinguished warriors in the British Psyche. Many old photographs present
rare spectacle of Anglo Saxon -Sikh relations. The Sikh bodyguards were often preferred by the British dur-
ing hunting expeditions in African and Asian Countries.
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In some old photographs, many British officers can often be seen wearing turbans. Sikhs being distinguished
horse men gave a stout fight in games like horse polo, a leisurely hour's recreation, enjoyed by both the races.
Currently, the Buckingham palace also employs two Sikh body guards. 

The war history of the Sikh soldiers, particularly in the two world wars is significant as they formed a large por-
tion of Allied Forces. Maharaja of Patiala, Bhupinder Singh paid a special visit to the trench line, and can be
seen accompanying Belgian Generals. He was also given a privilege of inspecting a Guard of Honour. Many
Sikh warriors were decorated with the Victoria Crosses and other related medals. The names of Sikh martyrs
can be seen in the different War Memorials all over the Europe.

By the advent of the First World War, the number of Sikhs in the British Army totalled over 100,000 and it is
estimated some 65,000 died in the war. Many won Victoria Crosses and George Crosses. The names of the
Sikh fighters are inscribed on the Memorial Gate, on the Constitution Hill next to Buckingham Palace, in
London. Hardit Singh Mallik, a Sikh Pilot associated with Royal Air Force, UK served in the First World War.

The story of the First World War, Canadian Sikh War Veteran, Buckam Singh Bains (Mahilpur, Punjab, India),
who fought in Western Front in France, and finally died in Freemont Military Hospital in Ontario, Canada, is
quite fascinating. His participation in war was not known for about 90 years, until it was discovered by a Sikh
Historian form Toronto, Surjit Singh Brar, a few years back. The Sikh community of Canada is thankful to The
Canadian Army for marking the grave of Private Buckam Singh, which brought the story in lime light. 

The Sikhs also formed, a sizeable portion of the British Indian Army in the Second World War, and the casual-
ties were even higher than ever. A comment from Sir Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister of UK during the
Second World War states, "British People are highly indebted and obliged to Sikhs for a long time. I know that
within this century we needed their help twice (in the two World Wars), and they did help us very well. As a
result of their timely help, we are able to live with honour, dignity, and independence",  
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Some accounts also suggest, that the Sikhs began
to arrive in Canada as early as 1886. The Sikh reg-
iments also made a brief sojourn in Victoria, British
Columbia in 1902, while heading for London, UK to
participate in the coronation ceremony of Edward
V11. They came via Empress of Japan and en route
back after the celebration in London, briefly
stopped at Vancouver and headed back to Hong
Kong on the Empress of China (Canadian Sikhs by
Narindar Singh, Canadian Sikhs' Studies Institute,
& Ottawa, Ontario).

Being an integral part of the Imperial army, they
also received a Royal treatment by the early
Canadians. The soldiers carried back the memories
of the magnificent sights with them and once in
their homeland, Punjab, they started planning to
make their way to Canada. 

The first group of Sikh immigrants came to the
Vancouver Sea Port in 1904 on the Empress of
India. Some were ex-army men; they were decorat-
ed with the war medals on their three piece suits.
Their identity with beard and turban made them
appear more like unwanted and unwelcome intrud-
ers. They found the early Canadians were very dif-
ferent from what they had expected.

The first four decades were very challenging and
full of social segregation. Many Indo-Canadian
Pioneers also managed to make a safe passage to
the Pacific Coast of USA and obtained the jobs at
San Francisco, Yuba City, Sacramento, Seattle,
Bellingham and other cities. They managed to get
jobs in farms, lumber mills and also in American
railways.  The entire Pacific Coast of America and
Canada was the gateway of Sikh Immigration dur-
ing the turn of 20th century.  
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The Canadian Historian of International repute, Hugh Johnston goes on to point out that first group of
Sikhs, who came to Vancouver actually made a deal with Chinese CPR agents of Hong Kong, who in fact,
were desperately looking to fill-up the vacuum (supplant the passengers in the eleventh hour), created by
a group of Chinese travellers, to be destined for Canada. This group of Chinamen couldn't board the ship,
heading for Vancouver, as they couldn't raise enough money to pay the "Head Tax" in Canada

Like any other Asians, the Sikh immigrants were, however unwelcome   and faced many racial hazards
in Canada. The Pacific Coast of Canada had immigrants from all over Europe, many of whom didn't
understand the background and the origin of the Sikhs even their age long connections with the British
Imperial Army. The early European Immigrants harboured sundry prejudices against them and this con-
tinued for some decades.

There is however, the other side of the coin as well that deserves a worth mentioning here. A large group
of retired English Army Officers, who immigrated to the different parts of British Columbia, were not only
great admirers of the Sikhs, but also sympathized with them. Many helped them in obtaining jobs. The
friendship and goodwill between the two still survived through many wars and tough times.

Several accounts exist in the documents, which creates more scope for further research on this topic.
Documentary evidence also suggests that many retired British Officers seriously resented the ill-treatment
of the Sikh pioneers by the Canadians. The early English Community of Hillcrest not only stood for civil
rights of the Sikh community but also donated the resources for the construction of the Sikh Temple in the
town of Hillcrest. 

Despite many hazards, the early Indo-Canadian pioneers
were able to obtain jobs in Lumber Yards, Fish Canaries,
mining companies, land-cleaning work, and forest based
industries. Fortunate ones even obtained jobs in the CP
Rail. Many were illiterate, but being tough and hardy, they
were considered as skilled workers by their employees.
Many ex-army men and semi-literates managed to com-
municate in broken English. 

Most were single men, as women did not come with them
initially and later on were not allowed to come to Canada.
Being family oriented, the early Indo-Canadians saved and sent a large chunk of their earnings to their
villages in Punjab to support their families.  This additional funding helped their families during times when
their crops failed. The Sikh pioneers lived in groups, feeding and supporting their jobless and shelter less
colleagues

Sharing food is an integral part of the Sikh faith, which kept them alive in tough times. They lived in bunk
houses and shanty like cabins amid cold and hostile climate. Many a times they had to cook the food in
open. 

The Sikhs were also denied the right to vote when the Government of BC passed a bill in 1907, denying
the voting power to all the natives of India, not born of Anglo-Saxon parents. The plan to deport all the
Sikhs from Canada to the British Honduras, (which was an incredibly dangerous place to live), created a
great deal of political controversy in the community. (This is explained in detail already, with Sant Teja
Singh story).  The Sikh pioneers preferred to stay closer to each other, but to obtain jobs, they also will-
ingly moved to the other towns in the Fraser Valley. The early community, according to the Sikh virtues,
believed in the "dignity of labour".  
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Within a few years, they were able to obtain jobs in towns, including Duncan, Hillcrest, Todd-Inlet,
Youbou, Haney, Victoria, Kelowna, Kamloops, Mission Port-Moody, New Westminster, Golden,
Vancouver, Surrey, and Langley, Aldergrove, Abbotsford, Kamloops and also some parts of the
Okanagan valley. 
The mining companies and CP Rail took them to the remote places of BC and Alberta. Within a decade,
many started owning Lumber mills, agriculture land, and dairy farms. Mayo Singh (Paldi), and Kapoor
Singh became the two leading Industrialists, just to name a few. The improvement in the economic sta-
tus also uplifted their social status. By large, many early Canadians found them hard working, harmless
to the society, and also easily adaptable to the emerging Canadian society.  

Because of socio-political circumstances in mainstream of the emerging Canadian society, it took some
decades for the Sikh community to develop a positive image in the society. The media was partly biased
against Asians in the early days. Many a times, some isolated criminal activities committed by the bad
apples tarnished their images in media beyond a certain limit. 

The presence of the Sikh freedom fighters and sympathizers (supporters of independence of India), in
the West coast of BC, were resented by the Dominion of Canada, it was considered as one of the most
prosperous colonies of Great Britain. Incidents like the turning away of the Komagata Maru ship, assas-
sination of Police officer Hopkinson, and the awarding of the death sentences to some of the early Sikhs,
many of whom were the victim of circumstances mainly due to the strained relations between the two.

The Anti-Asian riots in Vancouver in 1907 and the Anti-Sikh riots in Bellingham, also in 1907, were some
other contributing factors. 

Even Gandhi, who was characterised as a harbinger of peace and pure Non-Violence, supported the
Indian Viceroy in the First World War efforts, "if we want to learn the use of arms with the greatest pos-
sible despatch, it is our duty to enlist ourselves in the Army". With the same token, he again wrote to the
Viceroy's' Private Secretary,"….personally I will not kill or injure anybody, friend or foe", quite paradoxi-
cal to his pure "Non- Violence" theory.

Back in India, the gruesome incident of fresh holocaust of "The Jallianwala Bagh tragedy" in the Holy
city of Amritsar was still fresh in the minds of Indians in general. The total uprising by the Indians, lin-
gered as a great threat to the British Colony in India during the First World War. The British, however
heavily banked upon Indian troops in the European War, and to appease the Indians, made promises of
even full-fledged freedom in the near future. These repercussions were also felt in Canada. As Sikhs
were part of British forces, the ill-treatment in Canada sparked a strong Anti-Colonial feeling among
them.    

The Indian leaders stood for the support of Great Britain.  Sikhs fought,   a fierce battle in the First World
War supporting Great Britain and its allies. The political restlessness and more particularly the griev-
ances emerging out of the Komagata Mary ship incident lingered for many decades in future and argued
as a Historical blunder by many Sikh leaders. The Komagata Maru Ship departed on 23. July, 1914, and
Great Britain declared the First World War on 4 August, 1914. 

Despite, many revolting and socio-political controversies, Sikh Community has also made progress by
leaps and bounds. Sikh Historians witness the treatment of the passengers of the Komagata Maru inci-
dent as a background against the sacrifice the Sikh community did for the Western countries particular-
ly in the two World Wars.
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Against this, many young Sikh groups are struggling to present a good image to the Canadian society, by
getting involved in creative and charitable works. Propounding charity through sports, cultural events,
Bahangra, and songs, has made a strong appeal to the Sikh parents all over Canada. The free distribu-
tion of food (Langar), in certain days to the homeless people in Down Town Vancouver, has won a tremen-
dous support from the Vancouver administration The sikh community also extends its fullest cocoperatop
in a blood donation campaign (Blood Donation by Sikh Nation),  that started in 1999. This is a part of
humanitarian campaign, in the memory of the vistims of "Genocide 1984", it has evoked a tremendous
enotional appeal in the Sikh diaspora all over North America.

The community also gained a tremendous support from the Canadian society in general for having raised
an incredible amount of money for Surrey Hospital Emergency Department. A special appeal from Indo-
Canadian RCMP officers in 93.1 FM radio, and in a different occasion charity for BC Children Hospital by
1550 AM radio worked like a miracle. Many Sikh doctors and intellectuals worked in close link with the
Canadian Red cross Society and other Christian organisations (earthquake disaster in Haiti). The com-
munity leaders are currently appealing to the people to help the "earthquake victims in Japan".

Due to the hard work and goodwill, many Sikhs have managed to form a distinguished impression in the
pacific Coast of Canada. Many have joined the Police Force, Armed Forces and the Canadian Air force,
which is a matter of pride and prestige for the community. Mr. Baltej Singh Dhillon became the first tur-
baned RCMP officer in the History of Canada, after a long and legal battle. The Sikh community solidly
rallied behind him in the hour of need, which later paved the passage for more Indo-Canadian recruits.
The study shows that the Sikhs coming to Canada, form the different parts of the world have contributed
in a significant way for the betterment of the Canadian society. Baltej Singh Dhillon originally hails from
Malaysia.

Jasbir Singh Tatla became the first member of Canadian Air Force to wear the Turban. With is degree in
Engineering, he is currently serving as a Lieutenant. He is not a Canadian born, but hails from Dhotar vil-
lage, in the District of Ludhiana, Punjab. It may be pointed out Tatla's; Great Grandfather had served in
the British Army in the First World War.

From left to right...
Tiger Jit Singh (Canadian Wrestler) - Justice Mota Singh (The First Sikh to be Knighted UK)
Simran Preet Singh Lamba (Joins U.S. Army as Enlisted Soldier)
Jasbir Singh Tatla (First Turbaned Sikh To Become Regular Officer In Canadian Air Force)
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The Sikh youths...

have shown an equal enthusiasm to join the American Army too. In USA, they were meted out with severe
opposition due to the turban identity question. Several Sikhs with turbans joined the American Army, as
Doctors and served in other faculties for long, hoping to win the battle against the discrimination. The com-
munity, in the meanwhile, continued to rally behind, showing all moral and material support. The outcome
was quite fruitful. Simran Preet Singh Lamba with his Sikh identity, became, the first enlisted Sikh soldier
in the US Army. He comments, "I am thrilled to serve with my fellow soldiers and serve The United States
of America". 

To recall the US Army history record, it is right to cite the example of a long and legal battle Bhagat Singh
Thind (first turbaned Sikh soldier to join US Army in World War I), underwent to procure his US citizen-
ship after the war was over. He was denied the right of citizenship several times; one plausible reason
being that he belonged to the group that was fighting for the independence of India. Being literate, he cited
the example of the greatest leader in US History, George Washington, who also fought for independence
for the biggest Democratic country of the world-United States of America. Thind argued, that he support-
ed both the countries (US and Great Britain), by joining the US Army in the First World War. The Supreme
Court ruled against Thind with a verdict, that the law barred, "non-European Whites from becoming US
citizens". (Ref; the Rise of Sikhs Abroad, by Gurmukh Singh.  Page- 109)

It is appropriate to quote the example of Judge Mota Singh (with his Sikh identity), who became Britain's
first Indian origin Judge and was named for "Knighthood", with the British Queen's New Year Honours list.
We also come across the name of Justice Choor Singh, a prominent Sikh personality, who became the
Justice of The Supreme Court of Singapore.   

Any newspaper report eulogising the good deed done by an Indo Canadian, makes the community proud
of being a true Canadian. The winning of the gold medal by Arjan Singh Bhullar of Richmond BC, in
Commonwealth Games for Canada evoked a great deal of Patriotic feelings among the Indo Canadian
community in Canada.

A brief mention should also be made about the rare contribution by another world famed Indo-Canadian
wrestling icon, Tiger Jeet Singh Hans. The opening of Tiger Jeet Singh Public School in Toronto was an
emotional day, particularly for Indo-Canadians as the Tiger is the only one in Canada, from the South
Asian Community, credited with the honour to have the school in his name. Rogers Hadfield, father of
NASA Astronaut Colonel Chris Hadfield flew his bi-plane over the school during the official opening cere-
mony to express his support for the noble deed done by a true Indo-Canadian.  

This was done to express the great respect, solidarity and support for the Tiger, who also happens to be
The Goodwill Ambassador to Asin countries, representing Canada. Tiger Jeet Singh is a leading celebri-
ty among Indo-Canadians, and also noted for his humanitarian outreach and lavish donations. His clari-
on call for philanthropic cause brings the leading WWE wrestlers of America to Toronto, in no time.

Noted for mimicry and humour, which is a cult of his towering personality, he captivates the crowd with
hypnotic power. He has successfully raised millions of dollars for charity - the non ending list include funds
for hospitals, Health care facilities, Salvation Army, Sick children, physically challenged people, sports,
anti-gang, ant-drugs and so on. Gurbax Singh Malhi became the first turbaned Sikh MP from Toronto. The
list is non-ending...
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Abbotsford has a rich history of different cultures and races. The very first few arrivals were
Scottish, English, Swedish, Irish and Scandinavians as well. Some Chinese workers came to
Abbotsford during the building of CP Rail in 1880s, but they didn't stay here. Abbotsford was just
a little hamlet. Sikhs have over century old presence in Abbotsford, known as MSA District in the
past. 

The early Sikhs came to Abbotsford in the first decade of 20th century. The very first jobs they
managed to get were related forest based industries. The only jobs available in those days includ-
ed, land cleaning, lumber work and farm work. Days were tough for all and even the Canadian pio-
neers of Matsqui, Clayburn, and Sumas had to toil studiously in order to survive. The road condi-
tions were very poor. The district lacked, almost all the basic civic amenities, during the turn of the
century. The locals were even required to do certain hours of mandatory volunteer of work, accord-
ing to the old municipal bylaws.

Virgin timbers stood almost 250 ft in average. It was just the beginning of timber felling era in this
region. Abbotsford had two municipalities-Matsqui and Sumas, and Abbotsford itself was consid-
ered as an independent Provincial town-site. In fact, it was just a little hamlet with a few houses
and businesses. There was only one medical Doctor, named Dr Richard Dalton Port, who lived
and worked for The Clayburn Brick Plant in Clayburn. He was very kind and many a time, he did-
n't even charge consultation feed from needy and poor people. The arrival of the second Doctor
named Thomas Alexander Swift in Down, Abbotsford, gave a great relief to the locals.

The working class received their medical services form these two Doctors during injury, but for
dental problems they had to cross US border or see the nearest dentist in New Westminster. Sikhs
were frequently hired by the locals, often assisting them in farms and land cleaning work. They
purchased their grocery from the Case Store and John Cooper Store located in Clayburn area and
also from Down Town, Abbotsford. 
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According to the family history account of the Hartnells, some 20 Sikhs worked in the Clayburn
area as Mill-workers as early as 1906. The Hartnells were originally Americans, who emigrated
from Michigan in 1906 in Clayburn and established the Lumber operation later in the same year.
The three brothers; John Richard and William Hartnell built Maple Grove Lumber Company, locat-
ed at the corner of Clayburn Road and Wright Street. It was located just a stone throw distance
from the Clayburn Store, the red brick building, which still stands today. This place is about one
km from current Downtown. 

In one of the old photographs of 1908, the Sikh Lumber employees can be seen in company of
Fred Mander Senior, a prominent local pioneer from Clayburn. Fred Mander joined the Canadian
army and died in the First World War. Fred's name appears in a plaque of the Roll of Honours of
Clayburn.  

The Maple Grove Lumber Company supplied the lumber to the Clayburn Brick plant and also man-
ufactured the Railway ties for CP rail. There were no fork-lifts in those days and the large pieces
of timbers were often manually moved with the help of chain and pulley system. The team of
Oxen's and horses were also used as a work force to pull the trolleys and tramcars that ran on the
narrow gauge railway tracks. 






















