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Our VanCity Printers team is proud to introduce Manijit Singh Sandhu; an artist, illustrator, researcher who is a local resident from
the city of Abbotsford. He is currently working on the old history of the Abbotsford region in particular and British Columbia in
general. In the span of the past 5 years, he has created more than |50 paintings, with sizeable amount of write-up, which focuses
primarily on the old bygone era. His paintings also give the glimpse of some of the important moments in British Columbia, such as
the role of Hudson's Bay Royal Engineers, Gold Rush, and the Boundary Survey Commission, just to name few. He is also focusing
on different groups of pioneers, including early Sikhs in this region. The future project will cover the span of 200 years of history
of this region, and throw light on major events of pioneer times.

He work has received support from the MSA Society, (Abbotsford Archives), Sprit of BC, local arts groups, The Arts Council, The
Reach (gallery and Museum), Indo-Canadian Research Centre, UFV, local Pioneer Organisations, etc. As this project is a part of the
old Heritage and Culture, he plans to submit his work to the Heritage and Historical Society of BC. He also plans to place it on
web in near future, as he believes this will be a part of academics and education, for all the Canadians ranging from school students
to the grown up adults. His historical work has been now arranged in a chronological sequence on his private laptop, and will soon
be available for teaching for academics display. Being from an Indian background, Manijit has been successfully able to create and
interpret many art illustrations of Canadian Culture, which makes this piece rare and unique.

He is one of the Directors of The Arts Council of Abbotsford, and has been an adjudicator in many of the local arts competitions.
Sandhu is also awarded with Arty Award on the basis of his ongoing work, which in itself, is a social recognition by the locals. He
is optimistic, and despite no funding from any sources, Sandhu is committed to keep it continued. He firmly believes this project
will open the greater opportunities for bigger works in near future.

He has a background in teaching and journalism. Art and book illustration are part of his interests and natural hobbies. He is a
portrait artist, and works with many different Medias, such as colour pastels, water color, charcoal, graphite and other mix-medias.
Currently, he is also trying to encourage and promote his art teaching business among the young Indo-Canadian kids.

“"We need to promote more and more of art work in our community, but unfortunately, not even a single book has been illustrated
on the Sikh pioneers in the North Americas, the fact that they've been in this country for over a century - this is somewhat
frustrating”, he says. He is also working a on series of paintings on early Sikh pioneers whose contributions, hard-work, and sacrifice
is the only reason why the Indo-Canadian Community is thriving and prosperous in all walks of life in Canada.

VanCity Printers -- www.vancityprinters.com
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YEARS
1911-2011

The Year 2011 marks a year of great historical importance for the Canadian Sikhs.

The community celebrates the centennial year for the completion of the Abbotsford Sikh Temple, which
was completed in 1911, by the early Sikh pioneers who immigrated to this town during the turn of the cen-
tury. They were single men, ordinary working class and still fortunate to have jobs at Maple grove Mill,
located in the Clayburn Area owned by Hartnells, and Abbotsford Lumber Co., owned by Trethewey fam-
ily in Mill lake area. The Hartnells employed and preferred the Sikh workers until the Lumber Company
existed. Unfortunately it was gutted twice by fire, which brought the operation of the mill to a grinding halt.

Not much in detail was known about the positive role of the Hartnell family in establishing the Sikh
Community in this town so far, as the book is out of print. The family History of Hartnells depicts some of
the rare and emotional moments between the employers and employed.

Similarly, almost over 3 decades of Lumber operation run by the Trethewey family, not only it provided the
economic and social stability to the locals, including Asians (such as, Sikhs, Chinese, Japanese), but it
also helped the communities grow bigger and prosperous in future. The donation of Lumber in the con-
struction of old Sikh Temple by the Trethewey family is also much eulogised and appreciated till this date.
The contribution of both the leading- The Hartnells and the Trethewey's, are being discussed in detail in
the later chapters. The pioneer stories are worth recapitulating, as the Abbotsford locals, despite many
cultural barriers, worked together like a family.
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SANT TEJA SINGH JI
A SIKH SCHOLAR

The early Sikh pioneers were inspired by the Khalsa Diwan
Society, a religious organisation, established by a Sikh Scholar
of international repute, graduate from Harvard law School,
named Sant Teja Singh. The word "Sant" is not a prefix here, but
synonymous to word "Saint". The contribution of Sant Teja
Singh is worth recapitulating in the present context for various
reasons. First, that, very few Canadians know anything , or they
know very little about the real contribution of Sant Teja Singh in
western countries (Canada, USA and U k), and secondly, he
keenly used his sense of logic and reasoning while demanding

N F basic human and civil rights for the Sikhs in Canada. He con-
Hassiee— vinced the politicians and the government, not with passion but
& A , | Dby the virtue of his logic and pedantry.

He often presented the first hand investigative reports conducted by the team that drew the attention
even from sane minded folks among the white Canadians. Many a times, he sent the investigative
teams to US and Ottawa, on fact finding mission to counter the false and fabricated reports that twist-
ed and distorted the image of the community. His efforts convinced many leading Canadians, who
believed in universal love and humanity instead of domination of one race over the other. This tech-
nigue gained him support even from many diehard Canadians, who then stood by the community in
tough times, supporting the basic civil rights denied to the community in the early days.

Teja Singh was a baptized Sikh and was more of a saintly personality, and is regarded as one of the
leading Sikh Scholar of the century by the present Sikh Community.

He was the first to organise the small group of community men, not only in British Columbia but in the
Pacific Coast of America and UK as well. His visit to Western countries gave the spiritual guidance and
brought the unity in the Sikh Nation His stupendous efforts further sparked the creation of series of the
Sikh Shrines in the Western countries. His guidance led the illiterate and rural folk to invest in real-
estate, timber companies, farms, dairy industry and in the field of transportation as well. The rise in eco-
nomic status of the community, improved the social prestige as well.

It was because of the charismatic leadership and influence of Sant Teja Singh, Pioneer Sikhs in the
Pacific Coast of Canada managed to have Sikh Temples in Victoria, New Westminster, Abbotsford,
Hillcrest and many other places. The Vancouver Sikh Temple was already built (opened 18 Jan. 1908),
during the visit of Sant Teja Singh. Teja Singh got it registered under Khalsa Diwan Society, the main
religious body that laid out the guidelines for the future. It was further, incorporated under the BC
Societies Act in 1915.

Also known as a Professor, (M.A. LLB (PB) A.M. USA), because of his arts degree at Harvard
University, USA, Sant Teja Singh tried to establish the true image of the early Sikh pioneers. He advo-
cated education, unity, human rights and tried to eradicate the social stigma and prejudice prevailing
against the Sikhs in Canada. The early pioneers, who build the Abbotsford Sikh Temple, were actually
inspired by the dedication and guidance Khalsa Diwan Society of Vancouver, an organisation created
by Sant Teja Singh himself. The Professor further drafted the regulations and the By-Laws of the
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Khalsa Diwan Society of Vancouver, an organisation created by Sant Teja Singh himself. The Professor
further drafted the regulations and the By-Laws of the Khalsa Diwan Society that controlled and jointly
coordinated all the major Sikh Temples in BC.

He also managed to establish the Guru Nanak Mining and Trust Company in BC, which later managed to
buy the shares in the mining companies. The sizeable amount of the profit was spent on education, eco-
nomic improvement and propagation of unity and religion in the community. Due to his guidance, Sikh pio-
neers managed to purchase the land at different places in British Columbia. He reminded the Sikh
Pioneers, the value of cooperation and unity. To cite just an instance, the community was able to purchase
some 440 acres plot in the Eagle Harbour in the turn of the century.

Within short span of his visit in BC, he was able to gain the friendship and confidence of many noted
Canadians, whose names appear in print, including a Roman Catholic Priest, Rev. L. W. Hall. He had
several American supporters in New York, who frequently visited him to know more about Sikh religion
and culture. Teja Singh's Canadian sympathisers supported the contents of the memorandum forwarded
to the Canadian Officials which demanded the equal rights for the Sikh community as provided to the
"White Community" of Canada. This group wholeheartedly supported the delegation, sent to Ottawa.
Documents confirm the facts that these supporters even started voicing in support of civic rights, lawfully
denied to the community in those days. The lecture delivered by Sant Teja Singh in English attracted some
10,000 Caucasians.

Teja Singh also played a major role when the Government of Canada unlawfully planned to deport all the
Sikhs of BC to the British Honduras, under one pretext or the other. The plan was totally racially motivated.

The Asians, the Native Indians and the Sikhs as well, were denied equal rights and justice in many ways.
As the Sikh Community was considered more alienated and marginalised in those days, the reports of
forcible deportation of all the Sikhs to British Honduras started appearing in the Newspapers of British
Columbia in the first decade of 20th century. Teja Singh successfully thwarted the attempt of Canadian
Government against this deportation order. Even though he himself belonged to the faculty of law, he fre-
guently, sought the help of a qualified Canadian Lawyer, to discuss the technical niceties.

The plan to deport all the Sikhs from B.C. to the British Honduras was a hot issue at one time. It was
argued that the indentured Sikh labourers would be provided more wages and lucrative jobs there. The
indentured labourers in B.C were considered a burden on the part of Government in those days. The tem-
porary depression was one of the major causes that created a good deal of havoc in the working class.

Against this logic, the field of study conducted by Sant Teja Singh showed that the majority of the Sikhs
were working and even the jobless were taken care of, by the Sikh Temple, as the free "Gurus Langar"
(Gurus' free community Kitchen for all), fed and sheltered the jobless ones. Some jobless Sikhs lived with
the working class, who willingly, voluntarily, and wholeheartedly shared free food with them, in the hour of
crisis.

Sant Teja Singh took firm and concrete measures to resolve the deportation crisis. He used his masterly
stroke by despatching an investigative team to British Honduras ("fact finding Mission"), and finally argued
in a petition, that it would be a gross injustice to forcibly send all the Sikhs (British Citizens) to British
Honduras, against their free will. Some 30 Indians, who have been working as an indentured labour in
British Honduras since long, they were so disgusted with the living conditions there, that they constantly
pleaded to be sent to their old country, India. Due to the timely intervention of Sant Teja Singh, the plan
of unwanted transportation of so called "indentured labour" was unanimously rejected.
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Although more than a century has gone by, not much has been explored about the life and contribution of
Sant Teja Singh. The members of Khalsa Diwan Society (Vancouver and New Westminster), in the coming
decades didn't perhaps realise the Historical value of the original Sikh Temples built by the Sikh Pioneers. As
a result of this negligence, the historical shrines were sold. The only one standing now in intact is, the old
Abbotsford Sikh Temple built in 1911.

The Abbotsford Sikh temple was declared Canadian national Historical site by Prime Minister, Jean Chretien
in the year 2002. This gives a special pride and prestige to the local community of this town. The building of
the Abbotsford has a special significance, as it adequately speaks about the positive role of the Trethewey
family, who donated the lubber for the construction of this old Sikh Temple. This is discussed in detail in the
next chapter.

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY
THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE SIKH GURUS

This chapter gives a brief account of the birth of Sikh faith and the teachings of Sikh Gurus. While we
celebrate, it is also important to learn about the background, as many Westerners do not know what
Sikhism stands for.

Sikhs basically hail from the foothills of the Himalayan ranges. The land has a beautiful combination
of hills and prairies, as well. The original map of old Punjab was way bigger than what it is now.
Geographically, the land is located in the Northern part of India. The people of this region have always
faced the barbaric intruders from the North-West Frontiers of India, which bordered Afghanistan and
China as well.

In the old map, the land of Punjab was also called the "land of Five Rivers", and was way bigger than
what we see it now. This region had always been the major gateway to the barbaric intruders, who
came to plunder and kill the people of this region for their own gains. Alexander the Great was the
first outsider from Greece to storm this land, almost around 300 BC.

The Muslim invaders started invading the North-West territory since 8th century. They were able to
capture Sind and Multan, a big part of North India, but the final and the major conquest of the Indian
Sub-Continent took place in 12th century.
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