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GUR SIKI-I TEMPLE

FOUNDED N 1911

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 2010 - ZOI |

Front Row left to Right: Secretary Gurdev Singh Brar, Member Parminder Singh Tatle, Vice President Lakhwinder Singh Brar (Bagi)
President Kabal Singh Hundal, Member Jatinder Singh Gill, Treasurer Bhajan Singh Toor
Secont Row Left to Right: Members Tarsem Singh Dial, Recording Secretary Amarjit Singh Sidhu, Assistant Treasurer Gurdarshan Singh Sandhu
Third Row Left to Right: Member Sukhdarshan Singh Gill, Member Sohan Singh Pandher, Assistant Secretary Satnam Singh Gill
Member Harjinder Singh Dhillon

The year 2011 marks an important historical year of commemoration for Sikhs across Canada as they celebrate in unity the
preservation and significance of the historical and heritage site of the Sikh Gurdwara in Abbotsford. The city has organized a raft
of events to celebrate this historical year and in joining in the commemorative spirit, a Special Centennial Issue is prepared for
the community to showcase and educate the public about the significance of this Sikh heritage building, the only one of its kind
in the world. We hope to see you all at our main event on Aug 28/201 | as we get together for Nagar Kirtan (Sikh Parade).
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Phone: 604.850.7338 Fax: 604.854.1165 | Email: kds@canadiansikhheritage.ca | Web: www.canadiansikhheritage.ca
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JATINDER SINGH (JAY) MINHAS

JATINDER SINGH MINHAS (JAY MINHAS) WAS BEORN IN ADAMPUR DIST. JALANDHAR,
PUNJAB IS WELL KNOWN PERSONALITY IN WHOLE LOWER MAINLAND,ALLOVER
BRITISH COLUMBIA AND IN ENTIRE CANADA. HE IS AS FAMOUS IN PUNJAB,INDIA AS
IN CANADA.

Hard work is a key of success, every one of us know. When JAY MINHAS came to Canada in .... He has only
10 dollar in his pocket and today with blessing of ALMIGHTY AND GURU SAHIB, he is amongs most
established persons in south Asian and lower mainland community. All this is because of his hard work. He
never tried to find shortcut but he firmly believes on hard work that our GURU SAHIB mentioned in his
teachings. After he migrate to Canada like most new comers life was full of struggles he started as a cab driver
he was a hard worker & exceptionally smart business person he started his new venture as a property
developer shortly after he launched new company Elegant Development which is now one of the most
successful development companies in metro Vancouver area.

Mr. Jay Minhas of Elegant Development (also President of P..C.S) .Jay Minhas joined the PICS Board of
Directors in 2005. Over the last |13 years he has been president and manager of his own busy construction
company and has many years of real estate experience. He is involved and committed to his community and has
a vision of a strong, free, loving and peaceful society. The Progressive Intercultural Community Services (PICS)
Society is a registered non-profit society, charitable organization and United Way member agency that seeks to
build a healthy and just society which values all cultures. PICS started as a volunteer based organization in 1987,
and has expanded to include offices in Surrey and Vancouver to serve the multicultural community. Jay Minhas
is not just one of the most successful business men he’s is also actively involved in Philanthropic work as a
member of Guru Nanak Mission Awareness Society of British Columbia along with being prominent politician
& long time supporter of Liberal party.

Sponsored Page

2011 | Centennial Souvenir Khalsa Diwan Society | 1



Aemo?
n=fE niwa g9 Bufen gefes & A3 €2 1B 59 3 AZ #ar Bufimm a8s a8 & He |

FIRST GOD CREATED LIGHT AND THEN BY HIS OMNIPOTENCE MADE ALL THE MORTALS. FROM THE
ONE LIGHT HAS WELLED UP THE WHOLE UNIVERSE. THEN WHO IS GOOD AND WHO IS BAD
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33094 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford BC. V2S 2A9
Ph: 604-850-7338; Fax: 604-854-1165
E-mail : kds@canadiansikhheritage.ca
WEB: www.canadiansikhheritage.ca

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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It is my great honour as President of the Khalsa Diwan Society, Abbotsford to
share a message on this auspicious year - 2011 - the Centenary Year of the
National Historic Site Gur Sikh Temple, Abbotsford BC.

The Gur Sikh Gurdwara is a unique symbolic structure for our community; it is
imbued with the foresight of the first Sikh immigrants, who had the vision to
build a religious institution as one of their first acts of settlement. We have
come a long way from when the first Sikh pioneers set foot on Canadian soll
on the shores of beautiful British Columbia at the turn of the last century in
1903.

The contributions of the pioneers cannot be summed up in a few words; however it is important to note
the many sacrifices, trials and tribulations suffered by them as our community first immigrated to this
great nation - Canada. From the first pioneers in 1903 to today in 2011, successive waves of Sikh immi-
grants have settled in Canada in the hope of creating a new home in an adopted homeland that has
shared with us its bounties, beauty and much promise. In return, they have given back as much as they
have received.

In 1908 determined Sikh pioneers started to build this Gurdwara (est. 1911) with lumber donated from a
nearby sawmill where many of them worked. Blending traditional Sikh and western frontier design, the
Gurdwara was built to include a langar hall and a prayer hall for worship and gatherings.

It soon became a centre for the social, political and economic life of new immigrants, helping them forge
a vibrant and self-supporting community. Today, the oldest surviving Gurdwara in North America reminds
us of the immigrant experience of Sikhs in Canada and continues to be a sacred symbol of our spiritu-
ality.

Dedicated volunteers have joined us in celebrating this significant centenary in 2011 to showcase and
to share with our community the fine example set by our pioneers of hard work, dedication to human

rights, and our religious and cultural values. | offer my heartiest congratulations and best wishes to the
entire community on this very special occasion.

Kabal Singh Hundal

President
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Sukhi Bath has been in the auto sales business since |983. Sukhi Bath Motors is committed to delivering
exceptional service, from the minute you enter our showroom or web site, throughout the life
of your vehicle and beyond.

We are a full service dealership with an extensive Pre-owned Vehicle Inventory and a Customer Relations
Department dedicated to making sure you get the most of your Car Buying Experience. If you are looking
for a specific vehicle, try Carfinder! We can help you find your dream Car, Truck or SUV today!

For more info visit us at WWW.SUKHIBATHMOTORS.COM
Surrey Location 15437 Fraser Highway - 1866-879-2522 or 604-580-1000

Abbotsford Location 31790 South Fraser Way - 1888-625-2870 or 604-850-1000
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We Thank all writers, magazines, historians &
photographers who’s material has been used in
compiling this Centennial Souvenir for Khalsa
Diwan Society of Abbotsford.

We sincerely apologies to those who we may
have missed to give appropriate acknowledge-
ment for their work in this Souvenir.

God bless each and every one of you who have
put in thier efforts in this cause

The opinions expressed by writers do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the publisher.
Information presented is compiled from
sources believed to be accurate, however, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for error or
omissions.

by VanCity Printers
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PRIME MINISTER . PREMIER MINISTRE

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Abbotsford Sikh Temple (the Gur Sikh
Gurdwara), a National Historic Site of Canada.

The establishment of a Gurdwara is essential to the creation and
sustenance of a community. In the decade after 1900, about 5,000 Sikhs came to
Canada to work in the logging, farming, and railway industries of British
Columbia. They first settled in Abbotsford around 1905 and found work at the
Abbotsford Lumber Company, which donated lumber to the new arrivals to build
their Gurdwara. The Temple, completed in 1911, became the centre of social and
spiritual life for Abbotsford’s Sikh community —a place where they could gather
in familiar surroundings, share in their culture and faith, and seek assistance and
support.

This is a momentous year for the Sikh Canadian community: the
Gur Sikh Gurdwara is an important touchstone to your past, signifying the
resilience, sacrifices, and achievements of your ancestors and their determination
to build a successful life in Canada. As the oldest surviving Sikh temple in the
nation, it stands as a symbol of the community’s desire to live in harmony with
others while respecting Sikh traditions. For the wider Canadian community, the
Temple is an opportunity to learn more about the Sikh faith and history and the
enduring contributions made by these early pioneers to our country.

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I wish you all a
memorable celebration.

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.
OTTAWA

2011
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A Message from the Premier

As Premier of the Province of British Columbia, I am pleased to join in the
celebration of the 100" Anniversary of the Heritage Gurdwara in Abbotsford.

This wonderful place of worship for members of the Sikh community and a
traditional place of rest and food for tired travelers, has served many people so

very well over the years.

The Heritage Gurdwara, a gateway to the Guru, has been the fabulous community
center of Sikh life for a century and it holds many stories and many memories.

Enjoy your special celebration of this milestone anniversary.

Sincerely,

Christy Clark
Premier

Province of Brtsh Columbia PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Gov
Office of the Premier Victoria BC
www.gov.be.ca VBW 9E1

8 | Khalsa Diwan Society Centennial Souvenir | 2011



roaur

Maurya is sophisticated, healthy
Indiancuisine with
FIVE STAR SERVICE, a
lengthy wine list, and a
mesmerizing room.

“Tandoori chicken... impeccably
moist and deeply flavoured.
Vindallo lamb was excellent,

stealthy spices”.

- Georgia Straight: Alexander Varty

“The Papad Roll was the highlight,
simplicity producing complex tastes.
We sucked up the sauce with the

delicious oven-charred naan”.
- The Provice: Mark Labais

Open for Lunch
Monday to Friday
11:30 am to 2:30 pm
Dinner seven days a week
from 5:00 pm to 11:00 pm

Dine Out - Vancouver multi award winner.

1643 West Broadway

604-742-0622

www.mauryaindiancuisine.com

VCP Media 2011 KDS

Owner Surinder Singh Brar
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Mr. Kabal Hundal,
President,
Khalsa Diwan Society Abbotsford,

British Columbia, Canada,

Dear Mr. Hundal,

Congratulations on the 100th Anniversary of the Abbotsford Heritage Gurdwara. What an
opportunity for the whole community to celebrate the incredible heritage of Sikhism in Canada
and the world.

Special recognition should be accorded to the early Sikh pioneers, who lovingly built this
heritage place of worship with lumber their employer kindly donated. This was an early
example of how different peoples, working together, can make Canada great.

You should be particularly proud that the heritage designation for the Abbotsford Gurdwara
was the first in the world. That honour was largely due to the unstinting efforts of local leaders
and the provincial leadership of the community. Without then presidents Norm Sangha and
Balwant Singh Gill, the vision of a world heritage designation would never have been achieved.

As Minister of Canadian Heritage, | was proud to play a small role in the achievement, along with
then Prime Minister Jean Chretien and Minister Herb Dhaliwal. The designation was one of our

proudest achievements.

You r community honoured me with a new name, Sheila Kaur Copps, when we worked
together on this important project. To this day, | wear the name with pride.

Once again, best wishes on this important 100th Anniversary!

Honourable Sheila (Kaur) Copps
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