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It is my great honour as President of the Khalsa Diwan Society, Abbotsford to
share a message on this auspicious year - 2011 - the Centenary Year of the
National Historic Site Gur Sikh Temple, Abbotsford BC.

The Gur Sikh Gurdwara is a unique symbolic structure for our community; it is
imbued with the foresight of the first Sikh immigrants, who had the vision to
build a religious institution as one of their first acts of settlement. We have
come a long way from when the first Sikh pioneers set foot on Canadian soil
on the shores of beautiful British Columbia at the turn of the last century in
1903. 

The contributions of the pioneers cannot be summed up in a few words; however it is important to note
the many sacrifices, trials and tribulations suffered by them as our community first immigrated to this
great nation - Canada. From the first pioneers in 1903 to today in 2011, successive waves of Sikh immi-
grants have settled in Canada in the hope of creating a new home in an adopted homeland that has
shared with us its bounties, beauty and much promise. In return, they have given back as much as they
have received. 

In 1908 determined Sikh pioneers started to build this Gurdwara (est. 1911) with lumber donated from a
nearby sawmill where many of them worked. Blending traditional Sikh and western frontier design, the
Gurdwara was built to include a langar hall and a prayer hall for worship and gatherings. 

It soon became a centre for the social, political and economic life of new immigrants, helping them forge
a vibrant and self-supporting community. Today, the oldest surviving Gurdwara in North America reminds
us of the immigrant experience of Sikhs in Canada and continues to be a sacred symbol of our spiritu-
ality. 

Dedicated volunteers have joined us in celebrating this significant centenary  in 2011 to showcase and
to share with our community the fine example set by our pioneers of hard work, dedication to human
rights, and our religious and cultural values. I offer my heartiest congratulations and best wishes to the
entire community on this very special occasion.

Kabal Singh Hundal

President

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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We Thank all writers, magazines, historians &
photographers who’s material has been used in
compiling this Centennial Souvenir for Khalsa
Diwan Society of Abbotsford.

We sincerely apologies to those who we may
have missed to give appropriate acknowledge-
ment for their work in this Souvenir.

God bless each and every one of you who have
put in thier efforts in this cause

The opinions expressed by writers do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the publisher.
Information presented is compiled from
sources believed to be accurate, however, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for error or
omissions.



2011 | Centennial Souvenir Khalsa Diwan Society | 5

mwxm`qI SqwbdI
kYnyfw AMdr pRvwsI pMjwbIAW dw ipClI iek sdI dw ieiqhws fwFIAW

muSiklW BirAw irhw hY pRMqU nslvwd KOP, gulwmI dy Aihsws Aqy v`Kry siBAwcwr
AMdr ivcridAW ijsqrW dy byimswl isdk Aqy sbr dw iemiqhwn swfy puriKAW ny
id`qw aus dI imswl ivrlI hI imldI hY[ sdI pihlW gulwm Bwrq qoN PrMgIAW dy mulk
AMdr pRvws krky Awey pRvwsI pMjwbIAW dy hONsly Aqy isrV sdkw sO swlW dy ieiqh-
ws AMdr pRvwsI pMjwbIAW ny mwxm`qIAW pRwpqIAW kIqIAW ijnW dI bdOlq A`j AsIN
kYnyfw AMdr isr au`cw krky ijauN rhy hW[ swfy puriKAW ny kYnyfIAn smwj AMdr
siqkwirq ruqbw hwisl krn leI ijQy kYnyfw dI qy Kws krky ibRitS kolMbIAw dI qr`kI
'c h`f BnvIN imhnq dw Xogdwn pwieAw auQy ihMdusqwn nUM Azwd krwaux leI lhU folHvW
Xogdwn pwky AwpxI mW BUmI dw krz vI auqwirAw[ swfy puriKAW dIAW pRwpqIAW

swfIAW Awaux vwlIAW pIVIAW dw A`goN vI mwrg rOSnwauNdIAW rihxgIAW[dunIAw AMdr kroVW mnu`K pYdw huMdy hn Aqy kroVW
mrdy hn pRMqU ieiqhws GVn vwly ivrly hI huMdy hn[ sO swl pihlW kYnyfw 'c vsdy pRvwsI pMjwbI BwvyN igxqI p`KoN QoVy sn
pRMqU aunW vloN kYnyfIAn smwj AMdr kIqIAW imhnq -muS`kqW ivcoN aunW dI nvyklI sKSIAq JlkdI sI Aqy Bwrq dI
AzwdI leI kIqy aunW dy aup`rwilAW ivcoN aunW dw dyS ipAwr qy iqAwg Jlkdw sI[ ieho kwrn hY ik auh swfy leI ieiqh-
ws dy Aijhy sunihry pMnHy isrj gey ijnW aupr swfIAW Awaux vwlIAW pIVIAW PKr krdIAw rihxgIAW[ pRvwsI pMjwbIAW
dy ies mwxm`qy ieiqhws dy iek pMnHy aupr AYbtsPorf dy Kwlsw dIvwn suswietI gurduAwry dw izkr vI auk`irAw hoieAw
hY[ 1908 ivc jdoN lk`V im`lW ivc kMm krn vwilAW pMjwbIAW (is`KW) ny gurduAwrw auswrn dI g`l qorI sI qW aus smyN
aunW dy mnW AMdr koeI cODr dI Bu`K nhIN sI[ sgoN Awpxy dsW nuhW dI ikrq-kmweI nwl gurU dw dr auswr ky Awpxy Drm
qy gurU pRqI Awpxy Prz dI pUrqI krnw, Awpxy siBAwcwr nUM Awaux vwlIAW pIVIAW dy mnW ivc vswaux leI Tos auprwlw
krnw Aqy ihMdusqwn qoN Awaux vwly Awpxy hmvqnW leI iek Aijhw kyNdr sQwipq krnw sI ijQy Awky  auh AwpixAW dw
in`G mihsUs kr skx Aqy Kj`l KuAwrI qoN bc skx[ A`j vI ieh kQn pRclq hY ik jykr koeI Bu`ilAw BtikAw ihMdusqwnI
iksy hmvqn nMU iml jWdw hY qW ausnUM AYbtsPorf dy gurduAwry dw au`cw inSwn swihb ivKw ky rwh d`sx vwlw kihMdw ik
is`Dw aus QW cilAw jw ijQy qYnUM rYxbsyrw vI iml jwvygw, Aqy rozgwr (kMm) dw ieMqzwm vI ho jwvygw[ AYnI nyk Bwvnw
Aqy ieMnW v`fw jzbw sI sO swl pihlW AYbtsPorf dw gurduAwrw auswrn vwly is`KW AMdr[ aus smyN nw ielwkw pRsqI nUM
QW sI Aqy nw hI Drm qy jwq-pwq dw koeI kohV sI pRvwsI pMjwbIAW dy mnW AMdr[ jykr sI qW BweI Gn`eIAw vwlw audyS
Aqy purwqn isGW vwlw isrV sI[ iesy leI gurduAwry dI auswrI dy A`T swlW bwAd gurU Gr dy syvwdwrW ny l`kV dw sq`r
Pu`t au`cw inSwn swihb lgwieAw sI qW ik vqnoN Awaux vwly dUroN hI l`B skx ik aus QW gurU dy is`K v`sdy hn ijhVy kdy
iksy nUM inrwS nhIN moVdy[ s`cI su`cI Bwvnw vwly is`KW  vloN auswirAw AYbtsPorf dw gurduAwrw ienW pRvwsI pMjwbIAW dI
invyklI SKSIAq dI bdOlq kyvl pMjwbIAW AMdr hI nhIN sgoN 'myn strIm BweIcwry' AMdr vI iK`c dw kyNdr bixAw irhw[
31 julweI 2002 vwly idn kYnyfw dy q`qkwlI pRDwn mMqrI sRI jIn ikRicAn ny ies gurduAwry nUM 'hYrItyj is`K tYNpl' Bwv
ivrwsqI gurduAwry dw drzw dy ky nw isrP ies nMU ieiqhws dy pMinAW aupr drj kr id`qw sgoN sO swl pihlW ies gurduAwry
dI auswrI krwaux leI AwpxI ikrq kmweI ivcoN fwlr dy ky ArMBqw krvwaux vwly sR. suMdr isMG QWdI, sR. Bgq isMG
cMnxvwl sR. Arjn isMG Aqy sR. srdwrw isMG mlkpur, sR. dieAw isMG, sR. Twkr isMG lMgVoAw nUM vI hmySW leI Amr
kr id`qw[ A`j jdoN AYbtsPorf gurduAwrw swihb dI SqwbdI mnweI jw rhI hY qW h`Qly 'sovInIAr' nwl AsIN ij`Qy mwx
m`qw ieiqhws isrjx vwly pMjwbIAW nUM sIs JukwauNdy hW au`Qy kYnyfw Aqy ibRitS kolMbIAw srkwrW dw qih idloN DMnvwd krdy
hW ijnW ny AYbtsPorf gurUGr nUM Fu`kvW siqkwr dy ky pRvwsI pMjwbIAW nUM v`fw mwx bKiSAw hY ikauNik AYbtsPorf gurduAwrw
swihb ivSv dw pihlw gurUGr hY ijsnUM hYrItyj gurduAwrw hox dw mwx hwisl hY[

AYbtsPorf (bI.sI.)                                                               -gurdyv isMG brwV Awlmvwlw
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